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1. Applicant's election of Group I. claims 1-27 and 53-64, is acknowledged. Claims 
28-52 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being 
drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 9/27/05. 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-6, 12, 13, 19, 20, and 53-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Nakane et a! (US 4,483,651). 

Nakane et al show a material unit transfer apparatus for moving at least one 
material unit between transport equipment 2 and at least one storage location 5, 
comprising first planar platform 3 "configured to hold", as broadly claimed, at least two 
material units 8, first transfer mechanism 1 1 operatively coupled to the first platform and 
configured to move one or more material units along a first axis, and a second transfer 
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mechanism 4 "operatively coupled to the first platform", as broadly claimed, and 
configured to move material units between the first platform and an adjacent second 
platform 3' along a second axis at a right angle to the first axis. 

Re claim 12, note third transfer mechanism 9 for lifting the material units along a 
third axis at right angles to the first and second axes. 

Re claim 19, note in the figure 4 embodiment that the chambers 2 "can be 
provided with means for taking ... out ... and transferring the treated wafer ... to a 
subsequent location" (coL 6, lines 10-13) and thus are considered transport equipment 

5. Claims 1-3, 7-12, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hainsworth (US 4,492,504). 

Hainsworth shows a material unit transfer apparatus including first platform 44, 
first transfer mechanism 46, second platform 40, and second transfer mechanism 50. 
Re claim 12, note third transfer mechanism 60. 

Re claims 17-18. note that the storage location comprises fixed shelves 32 in a 
"stocker** 20. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

8. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hainsworth in view of HansI (US 2003/0185656). 

Hainswdrth does not show the first transfer mechanism to include two elongated 
members to be used for simultaneously extracting a plurality of material units from the 
storage location. 

HansI shows a similar material unit transfer apparatus wherein a first transfer 
mechanism 14 includes two elongated members 15 capable of simultaneously 
extracting two material units 4 from a storage location 17. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified the apparatus of Hainsworth such that the first transfer 
mechanism included two elongated members to be used for simultaneously extracting a 
plurality of material units from the storage location, as shown by HansI, as this would 
provide greater efficiency and flexibility in the transfer apparatus. 
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9. Claims 14-18, 21-25, and 58-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakane et al. 

While Nakane et al show the material unit to be a single wafer rather than a 
cassette or FOUR, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have utilized the reference for 
transporting a cassette or FOUR, as the reference would work equally well transporting 
any of these objects. Similarly, the particular type of transport equipment and storage 
location would have been a mere choice of design. 

10. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hainsworth. 

As noted above in paragraph 9, the particular type of material unit and transport 
equipment would have been an obvious design expediency. 

1 1 . Claims 1 9-27 and 53-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hainsworth in view of Nakane et al. 

Hainsworth shows only one material unit transfer apparatus, although it includes 
plural second platforms 40. 

Nakane et al show plural transfer apparatuses arranged side-by-side in a plane. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified the apparatus of Hainsworth by utilizing plural side-by-side 
transfer apparatuses, as shown by Nakane et al, as this would improve efficiency. 
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Re claims 26-27, the arrangement of controls and sensors is well within the skill 
level of an ordinary artisan, especially in view of Hainsworth's substantial control system 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Keenan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6925. The examiner can normally be reached on (schedule varies). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eillen Lillis can be reached on 571-272-6928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). I\ yi / 
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